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Aim of the Global Coalition

The Coalition for Global Radiotherapy (RT) is a group of professionals taking responsibility for finding short
and long term solutions for our patients during this Covid-19 emergency. We will do this by:

• Leveraging all organizations’ work and experiences – a global RT stakeholder coalition for all parties

• Rapid dissemination of data from international experience to be shared in one place

• Learning from Global experience through sharing what is or is not working in various countries

• Linking with industry to find technical solutions

• Thinking at an advocacy and policy level for what is needed for RT in short, medium and long term

During the COVID-19 pandemic, radiotherapy is coming to the forefront as the safest option for treating
cancer in the short and medium term. A collective multidisciplinary voice will have more chance of being
able to impact and advocate for the best practice of radiotherapy under these challenging conditions and in
the future.



Issues of COVID-19 on Cancer and Radiotherapy

• The Covid-19 tragedy is that some cancer patient lives will be lost, who would have survived, had this
pandemic not happened, due to:

- Delays in diagnosis

- Delayed, altered or abandoned treatment

- The consequence of the necessary guidelines on cancer patient prioritization

• The impact to cancer patients will remain after the peak of the virus and special measures will need to be
in place until a vaccine is rolled out

• Radiotherapy is now even more crucial as it is becoming the preferred treatment option – surgery is being
cancelled and chemotherapy is too risky

• Years of underinvestment means the radiotherapy service was barely coping before and now the
challenge is much more daunting with often no clear focus on urgency

• The specialist multidisciplinary RT team cannot be redeployed from other clinical areas if staff shortages
occur



Experience from Wuhan and Singapore

• Professor Conghua Xie, M.D., Chair of Department of Radiation 
Oncology, Zhongnan Hospital of Wuhan University, China

• Professor Melvin L. K. Chua, MBBS, PhD, 
Division of Radiation Oncology, National Cancer Centre Singapore



Fig. 1: Conceptual framework or prioritizing the use of radiotherapy 
and systematic treatments during the COVID-19 pandemic

Hanna et. al. Cancer, COVID-19 and the precautionary principle: prioritizing treatment during a global pandemic. Nat Rev Clin Oncol (2020)



Short Term Solutions

Emergency/Short term solutions are needed to maximize the number of cancer patients who can be treated
safely in the current situation:

• PPE needs to be available to all radiotherapy staff

• Priority testing for radiotherapy staff and patients

• Transport issues need to be addressed

• Keep complex multidisciplinary teams together without redeployment

• Improving capacity needed; using “hot” Linacs, staff sickness/isolation, public/private sector collaboration

• Bureaucratic restrictions; tariffs, restrictions on commissioning of SABR etc need to be removed

• Rapid introduction of improved IT services and software solutions

• Practical solutions such as fractionation, non use of fiducials etc etc

• Modelling of capacity challenges for the upsurge in treatment needed once the initial lock down and
delays in treatment take effect



Mid and Long Term Solutions

Mid and long term solutions are needed, building on what we already know and what we learn during this
crisis, so that the radiotherapy service is improved going forward:

• Capacity in terms of equipment and staff

• Training

• Educating medical oncologists and surgeons on how to best use RT options

• Tariffs

• RT in cancer plans and cancer budgets in a more sustainable and patient focus manner

• Bureaucracy in general

• Medical technology regulations

• A radically different approach to radiotherapy access and priority needs to be adopted

• A global voice will be needed


